BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
COUNTY OF MARQUETTE
May 4, 2010

Minutes are Subject to Correction and Approval


The Marquette County Board of Commissioners met in Regular Session on Tuesday, May 4, 2010, at 6:00 P.M., in Room 231 of the Henry A. Skewis Annex, 234 W. Baraga Avenue, Marquette, Michigan.

Chairperson Corkin called the meeting to order.  Present: Comm. Arsenault, Comm. Bergdahl, Comm. Cihak, Comm. Heikkila, Comm. Pellow, Comm. Struck, Comm. Wallace and Chairperson Corkin.  
Absent and Excused:  Comm. Joseph.

A Salute to the Flag was given followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

It was moved by Comm. Wallace, seconded by Comm. Cihak, and unanimously carried by voice vote that the minutes of the County Board of Commissioners Equalization Meeting held on April 13, 2010, and the minutes of the County Board of Commissioners Regular Meeting held on April 20, 2010, be approved.  
PROCLAMATIONS, PRESENTATIONS AND AWARDS
  3a)  Chairperson Corkin read the following Resolution Honoring George C. DeVries on his Retirement:

MARQUETTE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS RESOLUTION

HONORING SERVICE OF GEORGE C. DEVRIES

ON HIS RETIREMENT


WHEREAS, Government has an obligation to provide its citizens with services of the highest quality; and


WHEREAS, quality services can only be provided by employees of the highest caliber; and


WHEREAS, George C. DeVries was hired on April 19, 1997 as a Water/Wastewater Mechanic for the Sawyer Water/Wastewater Facility.  As the former Air Force Base housing began to become re-occupied, George was instrumental in helping to establish standards that were critical for the time when the water system would become municipally owned and operated; and


WHEREAS, on May 28, 2008 George was promoted to the position of Lead Water/Wastewater Supervisor; and 


WHEREAS, as a Lead Water/Wastewater Operator and Supervisor, George served as a crew leader and supervisor.  As a supervisor he immediately earned the respect of his staff with his calm and confident style during crisis situations as well as his fair approach overseeing the day to day operations; and


WHEREAS, George brought to Marquette County his extensive background and previous experience as a plumber/pipefitter for the Department of Defense with the United States Federal Government, including his previous six years at K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base; and


WHEREAS, the County of Marquette is proud to have had George as an employee and thanks him for his government service of over 25 years providing skills, talent, and hard work in maintaining necessary utilities for all the residents and businesses at Sawyer.


THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Marquette County Board of Commissioners gratefully expresses its appreciation to George C. Devries for 13 years of  excellent service to Marquette County; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, on behalf of all County Citizens, the Marquette County Board wishes George and his wife Debra a long, healthy, and happy retirement.

Proclaimed this 4th day of May, 2010

      Gerald O. Corkin, Chairperson

           Marquette County Board of Commissioners

*****
           It was moved by Comm. Wallace, seconded by Comm. Cihak, and unanimously carried by voice vote that the Agenda be approved with the following  Addition:  11a) Information regarding Section 31(1) of MERS Plan Document.
Chairperson Corkin opened the meeting for public comment.  Pete Mackin, Chocolay Township, spoke regarding Former Iron County Commissioner, Lawrence (Larry) Harrington, who passed away Monday, May 3, 2010 at age 75.  
Mike Quayle, Marquette, addressed his concerns regarding the County Board’s Rules of Order.  Mr. Quayle also spoke about the April 13, 2010 Equalization Meeting, in the report the Equalization Director stated that (2) Township assessors were not certified to complete their tasks and that County staff worked overtime to reach the time table.  Mr. Quayle believes the costs should be paid by the (2) townships that needed County staff time.  Mr. Quayle also encouraged the public to run for County Commissioner - the deadline to apply is May 11, 2010.        

Comm. Cihak questioned Civil Council can the County Board direct the (2) townships in question to pay the over time costs incurred by the Equalization Department staff.  
Cheryl Hill, Civil Council, will report back to Commissioners.

         
 It was moved by Comm. Arsenault, seconded by Comm. Pellow, and carried by voice vote 7 Ayes to 1 Abstention (Comm. Cihak) that Claims and Accounts for the period April 16, 2010 through April 29, 2010 in the amount of $478,907.22, including Expenditure Check #111061 in the amount of $95.00 made payable to Cihak Investigative Services (Comm. Cihak’s Affidavit of Disclosure follows), and Bi-Weekly Payroll for the period ending April 17, 2010 in the amount of $649,221.30,  be approved.

AFFIDAVIT OF DISCLOSURE
PURSUANT TO MCL 15.323(2)(a)
COUNTY OF MARQUETTE
)






)SS

STATE OF MICHIGAN
)


Jim Cihak, a Marquette County Commissioner, being duly sworn, hereby submits this Affidavit pursuant to the provisions of MCL 15.323(2)(a):

1. The Final Disbursement List submitted for approval at this May 4, 2010, meeting of the County Board of Commissioners includes Check No. 111061 dated April 30,2010 payable to Cihak Investigative Services in the amount of $95.00, in payment for Circuit Court investigative service;

2. I hereby disclose that I have a personal financial interest in Cihak Investigative Services, which is as follows:

100% Shareholder

3. I hereby certify that any direct benefit I personally will receive from this payment to Cihak Investigative Services will be less than $250.00, and will be less than 5% of the total payment of $95.00.

Dated this 4th day of May, 2010.









/S/








Jim Cihak

PRIVILEGED COMMENT

    8a)  John (Yogi) Carlson presented the Marquette County Mine Inspector 2009 Annual Report.  Mr. Carlson explained the School Safety Program (dangers of caving grounds) is working well in the community, and the old Champion Mine there was an open hole and a local contractor was hired to cover the hole with a plate.  
           Mr. Carlson showed pictures of a problem area at County Road 476, he addressed the Board to ask for a guard rail to be placed at the site for safety reasons.
           Commissioners asked questions and discussed issues relating to this dangerous area on Co. Rd. 476. 
It was moved by Comm. Pellow, seconded by Comm. Heikkila, and unanimously carried by voice vote that the County Board send a letter to the Marquette County Road Commission for their cooperation to work directly with the Marquette County Mine Inspector to place a guard rail on County Road 476.
           Comm. Pellow thanked John for bringing these issues to the Board.  Comm. Cihak also thanked Mr. Carlson for his work on the abandoned mines.  Comm. Struck also thanked John for the School Safety Program.

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 

It was moved by Comm. Pellow, seconded by Comm. Struck, and unanimously carried by voice vote that the following Informational Items be accepted and placed on file:  9a) Michigamme Township Resolution supporting The Rio Tinto Eagle Project and Humboldt Township Resolution supporting Woodland Road Project.
ACTION ITEMS  

10a)  It was moved by Comm. Wallace, seconded by Comm. Pellow, and unanimously carried by voice vote that the County Board approve the following Marquette County Medical Care Facility Millage Renewal language as presented.  
MARQUETTE COUNTY MEDICAL CARE FACILITY

MILLAGE RENEWAL

For the continued operation of Marquette County Medical Care Facility, shall the County of Marquette be authorized to levy up to 0.55 mills for a period of five years (2010-2014, inclusively), on all taxable property within Marquette County?   The millage will be a renewal of 0.5261 of a mill (52.61 cents per $1,000.00 of state taxable value on real and taxable personal property) and an increase of 0.0239 of a mill (2.39 cents per $1,000.00 of state taxable value on real and taxable personal property) for a total millage of 0.55 (55 cents per $1,000.00 of state taxable value on real and taxable personal property) for the purpose of funding Marquette County’s current and future obligations for the County Medical Care Facility located at the Frank S. Valente building.  (This proposal will raise approximately $1,047,011 in the first year).

(the additional 0.0239 of a mill restores the millage to the original levy of 0.55 mills.  The original tax levy was reduced by the Headlee Amendment.)

Steve Powers, County Administrator, stated this is an essential component of the Medical Care Facility’s budget for operation expenses. 

Comm. Pellow mentioned that the Marquette County Medical Care Facility is a well run facility and has heard many positive comments.

10b)  The County Board considered a Resolution designating Marquette County as a Recovery Zone and releasing $1.6 million in Recovery Zone Facility Bonds to the Marquette Brownfield Redevelopment Finance Authority.  Steve Powers, County Administrator, explained the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) created or expanded Recovery Zone bonds.  Taxable Recovery Zone Economic Development Bonds are for public purpose projects and receive a 45% interest subsidy from the federal government.  The second type is tax exempt recovery zone facility bonds for private activity projects.   

Marquette County has received a request from the City of Marquette Brownfield Authority for a portion of Marquette County’s Recovery Zone bond allocation.  The Authority will be issuing bonds to pay part of the cost of acquiring and constructing improvements at Founders Landing, including auger cast pilings, site preparation, environmental requirements, and a cogeneration hot water line. 

Nationally, there is a $25 billion Recovery Zone bond cap.  Michigan’s allocation is $773 million.  State amounts are allocated to counties.  Marquette County’s allocation for the Recovery Zone Economic Development Bonds is $2,992,000 and the allocation for Recovery Zone Facility Bonds is $4,487,000.  County boards of commissioners, at their discretion, are authorized by the ARRA to release allocations to eligible issuers for eligible projects in any reasonable manner that a board of commissioners deems in good faith.  

Projects must be located in a Recovery Zone within the boundaries of the jurisdiction receiving the allocation.  Staff’s recommendation is to designate Marquette County as a Recovery Zone.  

The Board of Commissioners should find that conditions of significant poverty, unemployment, rate of home foreclosures, or general distress exist throughout the County of Marquette, and the Board of Commissioners hereby designates all the territory within the County of Marquette as a Recovery Zone within the meaning of the ARRA.  The designation will provide for optimal use of the bonds if other eligible projects develop.  Recovery Zone bonds must be issued by December 31, 2010.

*There is no Marquette County obligation with the Recovery Zone Facility Bond after the $1.6 million allocation is released to the Marquette Brownfield Redevelopment Finance Authority.

Present for questions were Marquette City Acting Manager, Mike Angeli, also present was the Marquette City Finance Director, 

It was moved by Comm. Wallace, seconded by Comm. Heikkila, and unanimously carried by voice vote that the County Board approve the following Resolution designating Marquette County as a Recovery Zone and releasing $1.6 million in Recovery Zone Facility Bonds to the Marquette Brownfield Redevelopment Finance Authority:

Resolution Designating Recovery Zone and

Allocating Recovery Zone Facility Bond Volume Cap

Minutes of a regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the County of Marquette, State of Michigan, held in the Henry A. Skewis Courthouse Annex on the 4th day of May, 2010, at 6:00 p.m., prevailing Eastern Time.

PRESENT:
Members: Comm. Arsenault, Comm. Bergdahl, Comm. Cihak, Comm. Heikkila, Comm. Pellow, Comm. Struck, Comm. Wallace and Chairperson Corkin.


ABSENT:
Members: Comm. Joseph.
The following preamble and resolution were offered by Commissioner Wallace and supported by Commissioner Heikkila:

WHEREAS, Division B of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (the “ARRA”) added sections 1400U-1 through 1400U-3 to the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, to provide for the issuance of Recovery Zone Facility Bonds and Recovery Zone Economic Development Bonds (collectively, “Recovery Zone Bonds”) by states and local units of government for purposes described in the ARRA; and


WHEREAS, the ARRA provides a national Recovery Zone Economic Development Bond volume cap of $10,000,000,000 and a national Recovery Zone Facility Bond volume cap of $15,000,000,000, all to be allocated among the states and suballocated to counties and certain large municipalities; and


WHEREAS, under the allocation formula determined by the United States Department of the Treasury, the County of Marquette (the “County”) has received an allocation of $4,487,000 in Recovery Zone Facility Bond volume cap (the, “RZFB Volume Cap”); and


WHEREAS, prior to the issuance of Recovery Zone Bonds, the ARRA requires that the County make certain findings of fact and designate each area in which the proceeds of Recovery Zone Bonds are to be spent as a “Recovery Zone,” as described in the ARRA; and 


WHEREAS, the County is authorized to allocate its RZFB Volume Cap to ultimate beneficiaries for eligible costs in any reasonable manner as it shall determine in good faith in its discretion; and


WHEREAS, the County has received a request for allocation of RZFB Volume Cap from the Marquette Brownfield Redevelopment Finance Authority (the “Authority”) for $1,600,000 to be utilized by the Authority, in its discretion, for the acquisition and construction of certain capital improvements to the Founders Landing site, including the costs of certain auger cast pilings, site preparation, environmental due care and a cogeneration hot water line (the “Project”); and 


WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Board of Commissioners of the County (the “Board of Commissioners”) to designate the County of Marquette as a Recovery Zone within the meaning of the ARRA and to allocate RZFB Volume Cap to the Authority for the purpose of financing all or part of the Project.

NOW, THEREFORE, Be It Resolved:

1.
The Board of Commissioners finds that conditions of significant poverty, unemployment, rate of home foreclosures, or general distress exist throughout the County of Marquette, and the Board of Commissioners hereby designates all of the territory within the County of Marquette as a Recovery Zone within the meaning of the ARRA. 

2.
There is hereby allocated to the Authority One Million Six Hundred Thousand Dollars ($1,600,000) of the County’s RZFB Volume Cap for the Authority’s issuance of Recovery Zone Facility Bonds on or before December 31, 2010 for purposes of paying all or part of the cost of the Project.
3.
The County Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to deliver a certified copy of this resolution to the Authority.

4.
All resolutions and parts of resolutions insofar as they conflict with this resolution are hereby rescinded.

AYES:
Members: Comm. Arsenault, Comm. Bergdahl, Comm. Cihak, Comm. Heikkila, Comm. Pellow, Comm. Struck, Comm. Wallace and Chairperson Corkin.
NAYS:
Members: None.
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED  






       Gerald O. Corkin, Chairperson





Marquette County Board of Commissioners
*****

Chairperson Corkin stated it was a great project for Marquette City and a wise use of Recovery Zone monies.   Comm. Heikkila pointed out the taxpayer savings along with the cleanup of a contaminated area.  

10c)  The County Board considered Argonics Sanitary Sewer Lateral Problem and Recommendation.
Scott Erbisch was present and explained since becoming fully operational at the Sawyer site (Building 727); sanitary sewer lateral problems began to develop.  The problem was that the sanitary sewers would back up and the restrooms would not be usable.  This occurred more in the office area bathrooms than the newly constructed bathrooms on the shop floor.  As a result of the back ups, Argonics hired plumbing contractors to assist with the problem.  The problems would clear up for short time, but eventually the back ups would start again.


To get a more comprehensive review of the problem, Argonics hired Tunnel Vision out of Delta County to hydraulically clean and televise the sanitary sewer lateral inside the building to the main.  There were no apparent problems with the sanitary sewer pipes condition, but they did discover through this process that the newly constructed bathroom on the shop floor connected directly to the storm sewer not the sanitary sewer main.

Mr. Erbisch was further advised that a Sawyer Water/wwtp staff person met with Argonics mechanical contractor early in the process of constructing the new bathrooms to locate a tie into the sanitary sewer.  They were advised that the roof drains did connect to the sanitary sewer main.  Unfortunately, there were no building plans to confirm this.  As such, Argonics mechanical contractor connected the new shop floor restrooms with the roof drain discharge pipe.


Since it is not acceptable to discharge sanitary sewer waste water into a storm water system, the shop floor bathrooms need to have a new lateral installed and connected directly to the sanitary sewer main.  Unfortunately, this involves cutting the shop floor, installing a new lateral and two lift pumps, a new sump, and the exterior work to connect to the main.  The cost estimate that Argonics received for this work is $18,424.  Argonics has asked the County to cover this unexpected cost.


Mr. Erbisch recommends the Board agree to reimburse Argonics for the lateral installation in an amount not to exceed $18,424.  

Discussion followed.


It was moved by Comm. Pellow, seconded by Comm. Heikkila, and unanimously carried by voice vote  7 Ayes to 1 Abstention (Comm. Arsenault) that the County Board reimburse Argonics for the lateral installation in an amount not to exceed $18,424.

10d) The County Board considered a request from Frontier Medical Devices, Inc.     John Sonderegger, Chief Financial Officer, Dr. Songer, Frontier Medical, Vikki Kulju, Telkite, and Scott Erbisch, Sawyer Operations Manager, were present to answer questions.  


The Frontier Medical Devices, Inc. Project has had some delays over the past 11 months since coming before the County Board for review of the lease terms, Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) application, and Renaissance Zone extension request.  Fortunately, the project is back on track, pending approval of the transfer of the Community Development Block Grant and Renaissance Zone extension to a different parcel at Sawyer.  This will also be contingent on the approval of revised lease terms for the change of locations.


Previously, Frontier Medical had identified the south bay of Building 725 (approximately 20,000 sf) as the location where they would like to establish the business.  Upon further review of the facility and their current business model, less space will be needed, but they would still like the opportunity for growth Furthermore, there were some condition issues at Building 725 that created higher initials cost than anticipated.  

Upon looking at various properties at K.I. Sawyer, Frontier identified Building 627 as the location in which they would like to establish the business.  Building 627 is comprised of approximately 30,000 sf; however, Frontier is requesting to utilize approximately 13,000 sf.  The current configuration of the building will allow for use of a reduced portion of the building; however, adjustments will be needed to the heating unit so that it is isolated to the smaller area.  


Additionally, the County Board will be asked to approve the change of location for the Renaissance Zone extension request.  According to representatives of the Michigan Economic Development Corporation (MEDC), since the Renaissance Zone had been previously approved for the other location an amendment will be needed, but approval for this change must come from Marquette County and Forsyth Township.  Once these approvals are given, then the revised application can be brought back to the Michigan Strategic Fund Board.  The next Michigan Strategic Fund Board meeting is in late May.  To be considered for this agenda, the application needs to be in the hands of the MEDC before May 12, 2010.


A representative of the Lake Superior Community Partnership will be present to review the revised Renaissance Zone application.


Fortunately, the CDBG does not have to come before the County Board for a new approval process.  County staff is working through the necessary steps to allow for the CDBG funds to be eligible at the new location.  Scott Erbisch, Sawyer Operations Manager, recommends the following:

· Contingent upon approval of the transfer of the State incentives to Building 627, approve the following proposed lease terms:   
-Tenant: Frontier Medical Devices.
-Premises: A portion of Building 627 equal to approximately 10,000 to 15,000 sf.

-Lease Term: Five (5) Years commencing on June 1, 2010 or the date as soon as feasible after the incentive approvals for the Michigan Strategic Fund (MSF) have been received. 

-Renewal Terms: Tenant shall have the option to renew the lease for five terms of 5-years each at the then current terms and conditions.

-Expansion Option: At anytime during the initial lease term, Tenant shall have the right to expand into the unoccupied area at the then current terms and conditions of the existing lease provided such space is available.

-Rental Rate:  $2.50 psf nnn per annum for year 1; $2.75 psf nnn per annum for year 2; $3.00 psf nnn per annum for year 3; $3.25 psf nnn per annum for year 4; and $3.50 psf nnn per annum for year 5.  Should the tenant exercise its renewal option, then the rent shall continue to increase by $.25 per sf per year until the annual rent payment is equal to $5.00 psf nnn. Thereafter the rent shall increase by 5% annually.  Tenant is responsible for utilities, lawn care, snow removal, janitorial, building maintenances, etc. 
-Building Improvements:  The building is provided as-is, where-is.  No building improvements, structural improvements, utility upgrades, constructing a walkway, etc. will be provided.  Tenant will be responsible for providing the appropriate separation of space according to all relevant building codes and specifications.

-Incentives: It is understood by both Landlord and Tenant, that the decision to move forward with a lease agreement is contingent upon the approval of significant incentives, including but not limited to, the extension of the Michigan Renaissance Zone and a CDBG.  The parties shall cooperatively and diligently work to secure the incentives.  Tenant acknowledges that in the case a grant is awarded that requires matching funds; the Landlord will require those funds be provided by Tenant.

-Contingencies:  The lease shall be subject to all permits and approvals, including but not limited to approvals from zoning and Building Codes;

-Security Deposit:  Tenant shall make a payment equal to the first month’s rent as a security deposit.  The security deposit will be held by Landlord and returned to Tenant at he Expiration of the lease term, if Tenant remains a tenant in good standing in accordance with the lease terms and conditions.

· Contingent upon approval by Forsyth Township, approve the Renaissance Zone extension from Building 725 to Building 627.

· Approve the use of the Community Development Block Grant Funds for machinery and equipment at Building 627.

Discussion followed.

It was moved by Comm. Bergdahl, seconded by Comm. Arsenault, and unanimously carried by voice

vote that the County Board approve the following Resolution and 1) contingent upon approval of the transfer of the State incentives to Building 627, approve the proposed lease terms as detailed above; 2) Contingent upon approval by Forsyth Township, approve the Renaissance Zone extension from Building 725 to Building 627; 3) Approve the use of the Community Development Block Grant funds for machinery and equipment at Building 627. 
State of Michigan
                                                             County of Marquette Resolution
Resolution Granting the County of Marquette Permission to Extend Renaissance Zone Time Duration.

At the County of Marquette Board of Commissioners meeting, held on May 4, 2010 at the Marquette County Courthouse.

PRESENT:  Comm. Arsenault, Comm. Bergdahl, Comm. Cihak, Comm. Heikkila,

                    Comm. Pellow, Comm. Struck, Comm. Wallace and Chairperson Corkin

ABSENT:    Comm. Joseph

The following resolution was offered by Commissioner Bergdahl, and supported by Commissioner Arsenault.

Whereas, the K.I. Sawyer Renaissance Zone is currently designated as a Renaissance Zone pursuant to Public Act 376 of 1996 and;

Whereas, this Renaissance Zone subzone is slated to expire in 2014, and;

Whereas, the Michigan Renaissance Zone Act, 1996 PA 376, has been amended by 2006 PA 440 to permit extending the duration of time for one or more portions of a Renaissance Zone;

Whereas, Frontier Medical Devices Inc., a Michigan based company, intends to purchase/lease Building 627 located on property known as Parcel AL-31B in the K.I. Sawyer Renaissance Zone, and;

Whereas, Frontier Medical Devices Inc. has requested that the Renaissance Zone on its proposed property/location be extended in duration by an additional eleven years, so that the new expiration date would be December 31, 2025, and;

Whereas, the extension of the Renaissance Zone duration on Frontier Medical Devices Inc. property is necessary to increase economic development, and expand business and employment opportunities in the Township of Forsyth and the surrounding communities for years to come, and;

Whereas, the County of Marquette, is the “qualified local governmental unit’ that originally applied for the K.I. Sawyer Renaissance Zone designation, and;

Whereas, the County of Marquette, apply for an eleven (11) year time extension for Building 627 located on a piece of property known as Parcel AL-31B that Frontier Medical intends to purchase/lease in the K.I. Sawyer Renaissance Zone.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED:
That the land described by the legal description as attached shall be granted a Renaissance Zone time extension with various state, local and county taxes being waived on the property for a period of fifteen (15) years beginning January 1, 2011 through December 31, 2025.

Upon a vote for the adoption of said Resolution, the vote was:

YEAS:    Comm. Arsenault, Comm. Bergdahl, Comm. Cihak, Comm. Heikkila, Comm. Pellow, Comm. Struck, Comm. Wallace and Chairperson Corkin   

NAYS:  None.     




Adopted this 4th day of May, 2010

Gerald O. Corkin, Chairman

Marquette County Board of Commissioners

Legal Description for Parcel AL-31

A parcel of land situate and being in the Southwest Quarter of the Northwest Quarter of Section 36 and the Southeast Quarter of the Northeast Quarter of Section 35, T46N-R25W, Sands Township, Marquette County, Michigan, more particularly described as follows: 

Commencing at the West Quarter Corner of Section 36, T46N-R25W, which is an aluminum Marquette County survey monument as recorded in Liber R1, Page 231 at the Marquette County Register of Deeds, thence N00°42'06"E, 252.58 feet along the West Line of said Section 36 to a found capped iron with P.S. number 24589 which is the Point of Beginning: 

Thence N80°45'07"W, 204.38 feet to to a found capped iron with P.S. number 46690 on the Easterly Right-of-Way of Avenue "F" (Variable R/W), thence N09°12'51"E, 285.31 feet along said Easterly Right-of-Way to a found capped iron with P.S. number 46690 at the intersection of said Easterly Right-of-Way with the Southerly Right-of-Way of Fourth Street (66' R/W), thence S80°45'14"E, 161.67 feet along said Southerly Right-of-Way of Fourth Street to a found capped iron with P.S. number 46690 at the intersection of said Southerly Right-of-Way with the West Line of said Section 36, thence continuing S80°45' 14"E. 250.11 feet along said Southerly Right-of-Way to a set 5/8 inch capped iron, thence S09°16'31”W, 285.33 feet to a set 5/8 inch capped iron, thence N80°45'07"W, 207.09 feet to the Point of Beginning. Said parcel contains 2.70 Acres, more or less. 

Subject. however, to any restrictions, reservations, exceptions, easements, or conditions that may be contained in prior conveyances of record regarding the said premises in the office of the Register of Deeds for Marquette County. 

Note: All set capped irons are stamped Neil J. Lynch Professional Surveyor PS 41918. 

*****

10d) The County Board considered Waste Water Treatment Plant (WWTP) Study Results and Recommendations.  Scott Erbisch, Sawyer Operations Manager, was present and explained in 2009, AECOM was awarded a contract to complete the water and wastewater study.  The wastewater study is complete and has gone through some changes from water was originally tasked.  The original study was to provide an overview and evaluation of the systems and to identify capital improvement needs over the next 20 years.  However, during the process of collecting data and performing site visits, what started out as a capital improvement planning effort evolved into a Wastewater Master Plan.  
During the site visits, AECOM engineers found an aging but well maintained waste water treatment plant (WSWTP) using a secondary treatment process with rotating biological contactors (RBC’s).  This treatment process allows for Sawyer to meet its DNRE discharge limits, but the long term use is more expensive than what is now being recommended, which is to modify the existing process to an “activated sludge” plant.  It was also discovered that the energy usage was significantly higher than plants of similar size.  Unfortunately, the Sawyer WWTP was not built for efficiency as one that might be constructed today.  Another element was to review how best to pay for the recommended capital improvements.

AECOM has developed five (5) alternatives for review and consideration.  Out of the 5 alternatives considered AECOM has estimated that Alternative 2a, with a USDA RD 52% grant and 48% loan, has the potential annual savings as high as $43,000.    
Funding recommendations are that a USDA RD grant and loan be sought.  To attempt to fund the recommended improvements over time, though the user fees will be difficult and will lose the benefit of savings on engineering, contractor mobilization, and material cost increase.  Furthermore, if awarded a grant and loan, the total dollar amount to be funded is reduced by any grant dollars awarded. 

It is recommended that the County of Marquette begin the USDA RD loan application process immediately.  Currently, there may still be a small amount of stimulus funds available that may be able to help reduce the loan amount even further.  However, even if the project is not successful in receiving stimulus funds through the USDA RD process, all indications are that the project could be eligible for a 50% loan and 50% grant.  These percentages were used in the cost assumptions.  Recommendations are as follows:

· Authorize staff to proceed with completing and submitting an application for an USDA RD grant and loan for Alternative 2a.

· Waive the County purchasing policy and authorize entering into an agreement with AECOM to complete the USDA RD application with an amount not to exceed $17,000.

****************************************************************************************** 

Chairperson Corkin called for a Break before the Presentation from AECOM

******************************************************************************************

Chairperson Corkin called the meeting to order.  There was a Presentation given by Representatives of AECOM for the Commissioners.  Discussion followed.


It was moved by Comm. Pellow, seconded by Comm. Arsenault, and unanimously carried by voice vote that the County Board authorize staff to proceed with completing and submitting an application for an USDA RD grant and loan for Alternative 2a; and waive the County purchasing policy and authorize entering into an agreement with AECOM to complete USDA RD application with an amount not to exceed $17,000.

LATE ADDITIONS

11a)  The County Board considered information regarding Section 31 (1) of MERS Plan Document.  
Comm. Pellow, Comm. Cihak and Comm. Heikkila voiced their concerns regarding agreements and IRS Regulations.

Steve Powers, County Administrator, stated the County has complied with IRS Regulations. 

Discussion followed.


It was moved by Comm. Cihak, seconded by Comm. Pellow, and tied by a Roll Call vote 4 Ayes (Comm. Bergdahl, Comm. Cihak, Comm. Heikkila, Comm. Pellow), to 4 Nays (Comm. Arsenault, Comm. Struck, Comm. Wallace, Chairperson Corkin) that the County Board request staff to return with a Plan by June 8, 2010 that would offer to all Retire/Rehire County Employees 1) The Option of either Retiring; or 2) Stop all pension payments and continue with their current employment.  The suggested end date for all Retire/Rehire Employees under this Proposed Plan would be September 1, 2010.    Motion Failed.

Chairperson Corkin opened the meeting for public comment.   None was forthcoming.
COMMISSIONERS COMMENTS, STAFF COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
          Chairperson Corkin stated a Regional Jail Meeting was held Wednesday, April 28, 2010, regarding a Final Update.  Chairperson Corkin and Comm. Cihak were in attendance.  The State of Michigan is expected to close 4 prisons.  The opening of Mangum Farm will help Marquette County for the next decade in handling the prison population.  Delta County is interested in working with Marquette County for space.  The overcrowding of prisoners will have an impact on all Counties in the Upper Peninsula.  

 
          Comm. Cihak stated Marquette County is fortunate to have the extra space with Mangum Farm.
          Comm. Wallace addressed Mr. Quayle regarding public comment.  

          Comm. Struck updated the Board regarding the Sawyer Community Alliance.  The following were issues addressed at the Sawyer Community Alliance meeting:  Peninsula Fiber Net gave a presentation concerning fiber optics; a new Sports and Recreation Initiative; Sawyer Beautification Project more information to come in June.   The Supervisors from Forsyth and West Branch were also in attendance at the Sawyer Community Alliance meeting. 

Chairperson Corkin commended Comm. Struck on his positive work with both Township Supervisors. 
 

Chairperson Corkin announced the U.P. 911 meeting to be held Friday, May 14, 2010 in Bark River.  U.P. Commissioners will be meeting Friday, May 14, 2010 in the afternoon,  and again Saturday, May 15, 2010 in Bark River. Two Mining Company’s (Kennecott & Aquila Resources) will be present to give U.P. Commissioners a progress update.  

          There being no further business to come before the County Board, the meeting adjourned at approximately 8:05 P.M.  




            
Respectfully Submitted,
Linda K. Talsma
Deputy County Clerk 
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