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The Marquette County Board of Commissioners held their Regular Meeting on Wednesday, July 5, 
2006, at 6:30 P.M., in Room 231 of the Henry A. Skewis Annex, 234 West Baraga Avenue, Marquette, 
Michigan.  

 
Chairperson Corkin called the meeting to order. Present: Comm. Arsenault, Comm. Bergdahl, Comm. 

Cihak, Comm. Joseph, Comm. Pellow, Comm. Struck, Comm. Wallace, and Comm. Corkin. Absent and 
excused:  Comm. Heikkila. 

 
A Salute to the Flag was given followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  
  
It was moved by Comm. Wallace, seconded by Comm. Joseph, and unanimously carried by voice vote 

that the minutes of the County Board of Commissioners Regular Meeting held on June 20, 2006 be approved.  
 
 Chairperson Corkin opened the meeting for public comment. 
 Cpl. Lowell Larson, Marquette County Sheriff’s Department, addressed the County Board regarding the 
G.R.E.A.T. Program.  He explained that the G.R.E.A.T. Grant (Gang Resistant Education and Training) is a 
program administered by the Office of Justice Programs’ (OJP) Bureau of Justice Assistanc aimed at middle 
school and elementary school students to reduce their involvement in gangs and delinquent behavior, teach 
consequences of gang involvement, and help them develop positive relations with law enforcement.  Marquette 
County has been awarded $150,022.00 by the U.S. Justice Department to support school-based, law-
enforcement-officer instructed classroom curriculum through this G.R.E.A.T. Program.   
 Cpl. Larson further explained that Marquette County is one of three recipients in Michigan and 140 in 
the United States to be selected.  The federal government will be providing funds for one Deputy Sheriff to 
teach gang and violence resistant training in the Gwinn Schools.   
 Cpl. Larson stated that this program is an excellent opportunity for Marquette County to take a proactive 
stop in Law Enforcement and provide a service that will improve our quality of life and foster a county-wide 
sense of community. 
 Commissioners engaged in a brief discussion with Cpl. Larson regarding the G.R.E.A.T. Program.   
 There being no further public comment, Chairperson Corkin closed this portion of the meeting. 
 
 It was moved by Comm. Joseph, seconded by Comm. Arsenault, and carried by voice vote 7 Ayes to 1 
Abstention (Comm. Bergdahl) that Claims and Accounts for the period June 24, 2006 through June 30, 2006 in 
the amount of $80,390.42, including expenditure check 74761 in the amount of $68.20 made payable to 
Bergdahls (Affidavit of Disclosure follows), be approved. 
 

AFFIDAVIT OF DISCLOSURE 
PURSUANT TO MCL 15.323(2)(a)

 
COUNTY OF MARQUETTE ) 
     )SS 
STATE OF MICHIGAN  ) 
 
 Charles Bergdahl, a Marquette County Commissioner, being duly sworn, hereby submits this 
Affidavit pursuant to the provisions of MCL 15.323(2)(a): 
 

1. The Final Disbursement List submitted for approval at this July 5, 2006 meeting of the County 
Board of Commissioners includes Check No. 074761, dated June 30, 2006, payable to 
Bergdahl’s, Inc. in the amount of $68.20, in payment for wastewater treatment supplies; 
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2. I hereby disclose that I have a personal financial interest in Bergdahl’s, Inc., which is as 

follows: 
 

90% Shareholder 
 

3. I hereby certify that any direct benefit I personally will receive from this payment to 
Bergdahl’s Inc. will be less than $250.00, and will be less than 5% of the total payment of 
$68.20. 

 
Dated this 5th day of July, 2006. 
 
        /S/ 

             
       Charles Bergdahl 

  
 It was moved by Comm. Wallace, seconded by Comm. Bergdahl, and unanimously carried by voice 
vote that the Agenda be approved as presented. 
  
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS :  
 It was moved by Comm. Pellow, seconded by Comm. Struck, and unanimously carried by voice vote 
that the following Informational Items be accepted and placed on file: 
 

a. UPCAP Implements 2-1-1 System for the Upper Peninsula. 
(Comm. Wallace commented on the 2-1-1 System) 

b. UPCAP Awarded Single Point of Entry Demonstration Grant. 
c. D.J. Jacobetti Home for Veterans 25th Anniversary Rededication Open House. 

  
 ACTION ITEMS  
 It was moved by Comm. Arsenault, seconded by Comm. Pellow, and unanimously carried by voice vote 
that Action Items 10a, 10b, 10c, 10d, and 10e be approved as follows: 
 
 10a) Committee of the Whole Recommendation to approve the sale of County Forest Land in Forsyth 
Township (just under 1½ acres in size) to Kenneth Schmidt for the purchase price of $5,750.00. 
 
 10b) Committee of the Whole Recommendation to approve the Agreement for Services by Mead & 
Hunt, at a total of $89,282.00 for the following capital improvements, and authorize Chairperson Corkin to sign 
all copies of the Agreements. 
 

• Materials (Sand/Salt) Storage Building – Phase 1, (Design Services Only) – Payment for services under 
this project has been determined to be approximately $29,862.00. 

• Pavement (Runway Slab) Replacement Project – Phase 1, (Design Services Only, Area 1 of 3) – 
Payment for services under this project has been determined to be approximately $52,420.00. 

• Airport Fire Fighting Vehicle – Phase 1, (Drafting Equipment Specifications) – Payment for services 
under this Project has been determined to be approximately $7,000. 

 
10c) Committee of the Whole Recommendation to award the WWTP Blower Bid to Jamar with a 

total bid of $19,307.00. 
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 10d) Committee of the Whole Recommendation to support the U.P. Area Agency on Aging Multi-
Year (FY 2007-2009) Area Plan/Annual Implementation Plan, and adopt the following Resolution and submit it 
to UPCAP: 

RESOLUTION 
RE: 

U.P. AREA AGENCY ON AGING MULTI-YEAR (FY 2007-2009) 
AREA PLAN/ANNUAL IMPLEMENTATION PLAN 

 
 WHEREAS, UPCAP, which serves as the U.P. Area Agency on Aging, is required to develop a Multi-
Year (FY 2007-2009) Area Plan/Annual Implementation Plan for services to the aging in the Upper Peninsula; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, during the Multi-Year Area Plan and Annual Implementation Plan development process, 
UPCAP conducted need surveys, two input sessions, two public hearings, and received input from service 
providers, senior citizens, county officials, human services organizations, and other interested parties; and 
 
 WHEREAS, each U.P. county is represented by a county official on the UPCAP Board of Directors; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the UPCAP Board of Directors unanimously approved the proposed Multi-Year Area 
Plan/Annual Implementation Plan on June 16, 2006. 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Marquette County Board of Commissioners hereby supports 
the U.P. Area Agency on Aging Multi-Year (FY 2007-2009) Area Plan/Annual Implementation Plan. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution be submitted to UPCAP and placed on file. 
 

Adopted this 5th day of July, 2006 
Gerald O. Corkin, Chairperson 

Marquette County Board of Commissioners 
 

 10e) Committee of the Whole Recommendation to direct Harley Andrews, Civil Counsel, to issue a 
formal Notice of Default, but not proceed immediately to collect the entire remaining balance on the IRP loan to 
SpaceCS. 
 
ACTION ITEMS CONTINUED 
 
 10f) The County Board considered a Committee of the Whole Recommendation to purchase property 
for use as a Service Center to house the Ishpeming District Court and use by other County Departments. 
 It was moved by Comm. Wallace, seconded by Comm. Joseph, and carried by voice vote 7 Ayes  to 1 
Nay (Comm. Cihak) that the County Board approve the Committee of the Whole Recommendation to 1) 
Authorize Agreement with the Ishpeming Community Federal Credit Union to purchase real and personal 
property at 215 W. Hematite Drive for $175,000; and 2) Request review of the purchase by the Marquette 
County Planning Commission as required by MCL, for use as a Service Center to house the Ishpeming District 
Court and use by other County Departments. 
 
 10g) Committee of the Whole Recommendation to direct the Marquette County Road Commission to 
continue to educate the public regarding Road Commission Millage. 
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 Comm. Pellow stated she will not support the motion.  She feels that the Road Commission Millage 
needs to be presented to the voters this year. 
 It was moved by Comm. Arsenault, seconded by Comm. Joseph, and carried by voice vote 6 Ayes to 2 
Nays (Comm. Cihak and Comm. Pellow) that the County Board direct the Marquette County Road Commission 
to continue to educate the public regarding the Road Commission Millage by giving presentations not only to 
elected officials but to service clubs, churches, and other organizations, and bring the issue back to the County 
Board in one year. 
 
 Chairperson Corkin opened the meeting for public comment.  None was forthcoming. 
 
COMMISSIONERS COMMENTS, STAFF COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
  
 Chairperson Corkin commented on the dedication of the new Sawyer Service Building.    
 
 Comm. Arsenault questioned the status of the IRP Loan with B-3 Computers.  Commissioners and Staff 
engaged in a brief discussion. 
 
 There being no further business to come before the County Board, the meeting adjourned at 
approximately 6:47 P.M.  

Respectfully Submitted,  
 

 
Connie M. Branam 
Marquette County Clerk 
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